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Division of Water
Mission Statement:

 Improve and protect water quality

How?

 Establishes standards for water health

 Regulates discharges to waters and wetlands

 Provides financial assistance for water and wastewater facility construction and 

waterbody assessment and remediation

 Trains, certifies, and assists water and wastewater system operators

 Monitors and reports on water quality
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Overview

This presentation provides an overview of the Alaska Clean 
Water Actions grant application for SFY 2019-2021 (March 
1, 2019 – February 28, 2021)

There have been several changes to the grant program.

During this presentation, we will:

 Go over changes to the program

 Go through the application, step by step

 Show the evaluation criteria

 Provide tips and advice for good applications

 Explain what happens next
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Where to find information:
 http://dec.alaska.gov/water/water-actions/acwa-

application
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New 2-year ACWA grant calendar

Activities Dates

Solicitation open for project 
proposals

September 20 – November 
5, 2018

Award announcements Early January, 2019

Signed grant agreements 
and start work notices

March 1, 2019

Implement Projects March 1, 2019 – February 
28, 2021

Close-out projects March 31, 2021
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• SFY 19: March 1 – June 
30, 2019

• SFY 20: July 1, 2019 –
June 30, 2020

• SFY 21: July 1, 2020 –
February 28, 2021



ACWA Estimated Funding Sources

Funding Source Amount Match 
Requirements

More Information

DEC – Clean Water 
Act

$600,000 40% non-federal

Appendix C/D

DEC – BEACH Act $200,000 None
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Solicited Actions (Appendix C/D)
Waterbody 
Specific Actions

Anchorage Bowl waterbodies Campbell Creek

Chena River Deshka River

Jordan Creek Kenai River

Ketchikan waterbodies Lake Lucille

Little Susitna River
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Stewardship
Actions

Increase the amount known 
about Alaska’s waters

Restoration of impaired 
waters

Highlight and protect healthy 
waters

Educate the public on 
water quality and smart 
practices

Marine Beach 
Actions

Kenai Beaches Ketchikan Beaches



Action Organization

 Water Quality Goal

 Solicited Action to Help Reach Goal

 Action 1

 Action 2

 Project Schedule

 Water Quality Concern and Background Information
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Where to find the online ACWA 
application 

 Go to the Division of Water’s Alaska Clean Water Actions 
solicitation page:

 http://dec.alaska.gov/water/water-actions/acwa-application

 When you’re ready to begin the online application process, click 
the link to the “Division of Water’s Online Application System 
(OASys)” button at the top of the page.
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How to log in to the online 
system (OASys)
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 OASys requires an active myAlaska account. If you have a 
myAlaska account, log in by clicking on “Continue to 
myAlaska.” 

 If not, select the “enroll at myAlaska” link further down 
the page.



Improving and Protecting Alaska's Water Quality 12



Finding the ACWA grant 
application

 After logging in to 
myAlaska, you 
will arrive at 
OASys.

 Select the Alaska 
Clean Water 
Actions Grant 
Application.
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Tips for using the online 
application
 The step numbers at the 

top of the page can be 
used to navigate.

 Any questions with a red 
star “*” are required.

 When finished with a 
step, go to the next step 
by selecting the “Save & 
Continue” button.

 Changes are not saved 
until you click one of the 
buttons on the bottom 
(previous, overview, save 
or save & continue).
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Step 1: Choose project
 Choose a 

Waterbody 
Specific, 
Stewardship or 
Beach action from 
the drop down 
menu

 If the waterbody 
or stewardship 
request has more 
than one action, 
describe which 
one(s) you are 
applying for.
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Step 2: Applicant information

 Provide all 
requested 
organization and 
project contact 
information.
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Step 3: Project Information

 Provide a project 
title and brief 
project overview
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Evaluation 
criteria



Step 4: Workplan and Budget 
 Provide a project Workplan and Budget:

 Download the Workplan Template

 Fill out the document as directed and save to your 
computer

 Click “Attach Files” and navigate to the file’s location on 
your computer

 Enter the document title

 Click “Attach” to upload the document

 Once attached, the Workplan should appear in the 
attachment list

 Repeat this process for the Budget Template
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Evaluation 
criteria
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Evaluation 
criteria
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See Budget Example pdf
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Budget Example 1 Budget Example 2
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**Make sure there is sufficient 
match for each state fiscal year**



Step 5: Project 
Costs and 
Match

 Provide requested 
funding and match 
information for 
each fiscal year
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Step 6: Organizational Experience
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Step 7: Supporting Documents
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Step 8: Application Overview
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Final Steps: Submit Application
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Scoring Criteria

Improving and Protecting Alaska's Water Quality 31



What happens next?
 Applications are reviewed and scored.

 Applicants are notified if they are selected for funding (early 
January 2019).

 Selected applicants work with the DEC project manager to 
finalize workplan agreements.

 Grant agreement paperwork is processed and signed.

 Applicant gets final agreement paperwork and go-ahead to 
start work.

 Anticipated project start date (March 1, 2019).

 Project managers supply the reporting template for progress 
reports (financials and deliverables).
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Tips
 Start application early and report any website/application 

issues
 Review ALL appendices (including administrative guidelines 

and grant requirements)
 Review other resources (such as example workplan and 

budgets)
 Print the application overview and work on the sections in 

Word to avoid the online system time limit – you can review 
and spell check before pasting into the application

 Review the evaluation criteria provided for each section
 Provide a detailed budget and workplan
 Contact partners early and upload letters of support
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Contact 
Info
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Questions?
Thank you for your time!

Chandra McGee
ACWA Lead

(907) 451-2140
chandra.mcgee@alaska.gov
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